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Students battle difficult
social science majors

No More
Shove or
NySpock
!

Nischtclub Dwight

Asst. Minister of Proposanda

Photo by George Washington

Finally— Despondent students, alumni and family gather in
jubilation after hearing of NySpock and Shove cancellations.

NySpock and Shove
finally cancelled
Wilhamenia Kingsmint

under the impression that
our students might be happy,
or worse, hopeful. We, as
the administration, feel it is
necessary to stop this nonsense
as soon as possible.”
The campus reaction shocked
administration, which had been
preparing for mass uproar,
chaos, and perhaps a violent
rebellion.
“We
were
under
the
impression that the student body
felt a deep sense of connection
to these events,” Dean Thaw
said. “There has been negative
reaction
to
administrative
decisions in the past, and we
had no reason to believe that
would not be the case this time
around.”
see Gone, page 2

Minister of Proposanda

The echo of joyful bells
resounded
throughout
Despondent
University’s
Deciduous Wasteland yesterday
as the campus celebrated the
recent cancellation of the
school’s traditional events Shove
and NySpock.
“It’s about time, that’s all I
have to say,” Joey Bleaker (’11)
said. “I don’t know why we had
them for so long anyway.”
According to a statement
released by the university
administration, both events
have been cancelled due to
“their unifying qualities. As a
campus, we feel it is necessary
to live up to our name. The
surrounding community is

Welcome to Phlawless Dining!
Marsha Mellow

Resident S’more Chef

Dining at Despondent has
just gone over the top. An
anonymous donor has made the
newly christened Phlawless Dining Hall possible. This donation
also provided enough funds to
bring in the food chains Subway,
Pizza Hut, Taco Bell and Wendy’s. With these new options,
Despondent University has decided to revamp its meal plans.
Phlawless Dining Services now
offers affordable meal plans to
fit the needs of everyone with a
customization for every schedule and appetite.
The renovation of the Phlawless Dining Hall expanded the
seating available to students.
No longer will Despondent students have to climb over each
other to find a seat at a mile-long
table. The chairs, now a luxurious plushy executive leather on

An intriguing trend has developed amongst the student body
at Despondent University. There
appears to be stereotypes developing around certain fields of
study that depict them as being
either excessively strenuous, or
on the other hand being essentially “blow-off majors.” These
trends are most clearly seen in
the polarization between
the university’s highly regarded communication
major and the lightweight
science department.
Even the introductory
classes in the communications department are
designed specifically to
cull out the less dedicated students. These classes
are carefully engineered to send,
on average, 60 percent of their
participants to student counseling to deal with PTSD after experiencing pointlessly difficult
high-stress labs. When one student was asked how he managed
to keep up with the work load,
he responded, “I haven’t showered in a week.”
Some reports say that communications students have even
been participating in indisputably freakish behavior like studying on the weekends, even, in
extreme cases, on Friday nights
in the dark recesses of their labs
and classrooms.
“At first I was considering a
physics major, you know, that
way I could have plenty of time
to socialize and really get the full
college experience, but I decided
to buckle down and get serious

quizzes are gonna be the death
of me! I mean how can you listen
to NPR without falling asleep? I
can’t even go on their website
to check the headlines without
have an energy drink or some
coffee first, said Patrick van
Braam (’12).
Further investigative reporting revealed that Despondent’s
Nursing school pretty much accepts everyone. I’d be surprised
if they even read the applications. It’s nothing like the radio
station, where sources report
that you have to like really boring music before you even think
about becoming a DJ there.
But despite their many downsides, the sciences seem to be
perfect for some people, particularly William van Tool (’12),
a pre-med student at Despondent.

“I mean I already have illegible handwriting, I’m very arrogant (I’m definitely think I’m
smarter than everyone around
me), I treat everyone like crap
and I love money, so I really
don’t think I need much more
training to become a doctor so
it’s OK with me that Despondent can’t prepare me very well
for medical school,” said Tool.
Speaking to President Slowman on why he isn’t doing something to improve
the image of the science
program, “I mean as a
scientist you just aren’t
important, how many
theoretical physicists can
you name? On the other
hand, how many of you
can name at least seven
characters on ‘The Office?’ Yeah that’s what I thought.
Those nut-case physics professors just asked me for money
to install some particle collider.
It’s probably just something that
caught their eye at The Sharper
Image. We took that money and
invested it in a theatre with arena
seating for our film students; we
wanted to make sure the money
didn’t go to waste.”
Talking to a number of students, it appears that everyone
generally holds little to no respect for biology majors especially.
“I mean they work on conserving sharks, but Despondent communication majors
have gone on to produce ‘Shark
Week.’ Now you tell me what’s
more awesome,” said one particularly witty student.
see Majors, page 2

liberal arts schools with the
most diversity list. It is not the
first time that Despondent has
been included in this list. Last
year, the university’s ranking
was number 75. The jump to
the top could be attributed
to exceptional recruiting of
minority students, offering them
special scholarships to attend
Despondent.
“Not only do minority
students enrich our community,
but we value the opportunity
of all students to attend such a
highly competitive school such
as Despondent. Our students

are also impressed with the
amount of diversity on campus,
with students coming from as far
away as Texas and California,”
said President Slowman
“I love seeing the variety
of cultures and backgrounds
coming together” said Dan D.
Lyons (’13).
“We
are
excited
that
students are going to have more
opportunities, more financial
aid and more services provided
by the college, We love that our
students are experiencing new
cultures,” said Dean Thaw.
see Lists, page 2

and I went with a management
major instead,” said Eric van
Kinsbergen (’11).
Other students echoed the
correlation between an involvement in the social sciences and
degradation of one’s social life.
“I mean I’d love to be like all
those jocks who are all just getting chemistry majors and have
time for things like Greek life,
but these communication news

Graphic by Ed Venture

DU tops national lists

Marsha Mellow

Resident S’more Chef

Graphic by Ed Venture

wheels, provide the finishing
touch on brand new mahogany
tables.
“Phlawless is a perfect place
to eat and relax. There’s no
pushing or shoving. My friends
and I personally enjoy having
myfilet mignon in style,” said
Olga Kittchen (’12).
see Meals, page 2
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Despondent University has
been recognized in the past
for its stellar undergraduate
curriculum
and
superior
professor-student collaboration.
This
year,
Despondent
has topped national lists of
undergraduate schools with most
diversity, the most spacious dorm
options, lightest homework load
and most affordable, as released
by U.S. Scoop and Tidings.
Despondent was ranked
number one in the country
on this year’s undergraduate

A Tall Order— Local coffeehouse provides
happy, non-judgemental atmosphere.
Page 5

Negative Notions— Voices of gloominess
fill the air.
Page 6-7

The staff of the Ranchor would like to deeply apologize for messing up the headline of the story “You Have Got to be Kidding Me?” in the Oct. 28, 2009 issue. It will not happen again.
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Bleak outlook

The Ranchor

Comm majors Joyful cancellation of tradition
report lack of w GONE, from page 1
social life
w MAJORS, from page 1
ticularly witty student.
A Despondent student senior
who had somehow survived the
communication major agreed.
“I mean, you might be close
to curing a type of cancer, but
how many times have we heard
that before, it’s really just boring,
or even annoying at this point.
“I was really inspired by the
BP oil spill. Scientists and engineers took forever to do anything productive, but the news
wouldn’t let you forget about
how badly the environment was
getting screwed up, you can’t
make people freak out like that
with a biology major.”
He added, “They can make a
medicine or figure out how to
distribute an effective vaccine
for a disease in maybe 5-10 years
but we can make you feel guilty
about that same international
tragedy right now.
“I hope to graduate and go
on to film as many crying African babies as possible. Maybe
I’ll even get a chance to work for
one of those massively popular
and relevant news organizations
like MSNBC or maybe even CSpan. But I guess one can only
dream.”

In
fact,
the
student
reaction has been quite the
opposite of negative. Upon
the announcement of the
cancellation of NySpock, Song
Girls Rita Dispayre (’13) and
Morgan Mizurabul (’13) cried
tears of joy and relief.
“Smiling for three hours is
the hardest thing I’ve ever done
in my life,” Dispayre said. “This
is the only thing that has made
me truly happy since coming to
Despondent.”
Mizurabul
agreed
with
Dispayre’s sentiment. “All this
stuff about love and smiles
and happiness: it doesn’t even
make sense at a school like

Despondent,” Mizurabul said. “I
came here to be sad, and then
somehow got involved in this
event that is the antithesis of
sadness. Thank goodness it’s
over.”
Shove team members feel
similarly about the cancellation.
In fact, it has been reported
that members of the ’13 and ’14
Shove teams smiled for the first
time in their lives yesterday.
“I always heard our coaches
talking about commitment and
family and all that, but now
all they say is that they’re glad
they’ll have three extra hours
every afternoon in September,”
’14 Shover Jack DysTress said.
“It makes me wonder if they ever
cared about us at all.”

DU nationally recognized for
its diversity, spacious dorms
w LISTS, from page 1

Lastly, Despondent was
ranked number one among
schools surveyed on the most
spacious dorm options and
lightest homework load lists.
Despondent students live in
the largest dorms in the country,
with plenty of storage and single
rooms available. `
All
rooms have kitchens and large
bathrooms. Dorms are complete
with game-rooms full of arcade
games, ping-pong tables and air
hockey.
Students at Despondent have
so much free time to participate

in the many activities offered by
the university with the lightest
work loads in the country.
Students spend an average of
two hours per night studying
and only have class twice a week
at most. Well-rested and always
perky, students love being
involved!
“I just love Despondent.
I’m learning so much but I feel
like I’m never in class or doing
homework. My friends at other
universities are paying much
more and have less fun. DU is
great,” said Justin Case (’13).
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DU frat goes national
Little Orphan Annie
Daddy Warbuck’s Favorite

Tau Sigma Mu fraternity
is going national. The Alpha
Chapter has been at DU for over
100 years with a membership of
over 300 men on campus.
“The organization is very excited,” says president Joe Dirt
(’12). “We cannot wait to spread
our enthusiasm for life to other
campuses
across
the
country.”
Their first
chapter outside
Michigan will be at University of
Southern Wyoming. Dirt stated
that the fraternity felt a strong
pull to the open spaces the campus has to offer.
Tau Mu hasn’t always flourished on DU’s campus. Just a
short while ago, the organization was banned from campus
for painting the statue outside
Graves Hall their organization
colors: orange and gold. Profusely swearing it was a rival
organization, the group was
disbanded and their charter revoked. But they have revived
since that fated 1956 evening,
and have made a full recovery.
At DU the organization has
flourished in recent years. After
experiencing a drought of new
members in the 1990s, the Mu’s
flourished with their 2000 rush.
“I don’t know if it was the millennium or what, man, but we all
just wanted to join. It was like
this crazy force was saying ‘do it,
do it,’” said alumni Luke VanderGuchenVleck (’04).
The organization’s 300 men
currently reside in Coleen Hall,

where they are often seen knitting scarves for their mothers or
watching Bob Hope movies.
“Bob Hope movies are the
best. They are really funny and
real, with this great vintage quality to them we all can appreciate,” says new member Trent
VanderVleckenVlugt (’13).
DU’s student body seems
to have mixed feelings. Dean
Thaw says the new
growth of the organization will “really put DU on the
map as a strong
school to attend for good social
interaction.” Brock Juhnson, ’11,
the Inter Fraternal Council president, has expressed his general pleasure at how much DU’s
Greek system has spread, as have
many of the sports coaches.
“We really encourage players to join Greek life. It creates
such a positive ‘home life’ for
them and greatly improves their
playing,” says curling coach Jay
Grubs.
But with any controversial
topic, some students are not
pleased. Many men on campus
have expressed the lack of partying that stops them from going
Greek. “I just really want to get
smashed! Like every night of
the week, man,” says Frederick
VoorHorden (’14). Others have
said they dislike the taking of the
“best dorm on campus” or the
tables hogged in Phlawless Dining Hall.
Regardless of campus attitude, the Tau Mus are here to
stay. “We are just so grateful
to have this opportunity to take
over the world,” said Dirt.

TΣM

Despondent students embrace
Phlawless Dining experience
wMEALS, from page 1
With Despondent’s new meal
plans, the possibilities are endless. Students can now build
their own, cafeteria style. For
the indecisive, dining services
has developed several starter
meal plans.
The “Freshmen Fifteen” provides unlimited Pizza Hut pizza
and Wendy’s French fries. Also,
this meal plan allows for unlimited access to Despondent’s many
pop machines across campus.
Students who choose this plan
can also use 21 meals at Phlawless Dining Hall, where they have
access to chocolate, candy or ice
cream at every meal.
Barb E. Dahl (’14) says her
parents were reluctant to buy
her the “Freshmen Fifteen.”
“My parents didn’t think I
needed that much food, but I
said, ‘Mom and Daddy, like, it’s
college, and, like, I’m going to
get hungry. Right?’ And well,
they just handed over the credit
card,” said Dahl.
Another popular option is the
“Athlete Alternative,” a meal plan
suited especially for athletes, but
available to all students. This
plan will count calories and
provide special nutrition infor-

mation, helping athletes to be
properly nourished. Those students who choose this plan will
have access to all the of chain
restaurants, as well as 21 meals
a week.
Lastly, an overlooked option
is the “Busy Bee” plan for students who are always on the go.
Instead of having to order a
sack lunch ahead of time, those
who are on this plan simply walk
into the dining hall, open 24hours a day, grab anything they
would like and essentially create
their own doggy bag. This plan
is great for anyone who has better things to do than eat at a dining hall and relax.
The new dining hall and meal
plan options are a wonderful asset to students, as they make life
easier and food more affordable.
The average meal plan now costs
a little over $500 per semester
and provides more bang for your
buck. Despondent
University
has finally
taken dining into the
21st century.

June 6, 1944

Outside the Despondent University Bubble
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Green: the new color of hope in America
Mike Sorrentino
The Situation

For the first time in our
nation’s history, the Green Party
gained a majority in the House
of Representatives in yesterday’s
mid-term elections. The Green
Party won a total of 220 seats
to win a five-seat majority of
the House of Representatives.
The party won several key seats
including key victories over
Nancy Pelosi and John Dingell.
The new majority party is
expected to name Ralph Nader
as the new speaker of the house.
“It is just an honor,” Nader
said in a news conference held
this morning. “This is a very
monumental moment for the
party and our nation and I am
truly grateful to be a part of it.”
Nader surprised the nation
as he pulled out a victory over
two dominant Republican and
Democrat candidates.
“Ralph Nader’s victory was
truly a Cinderella story,” party
spokesman Derek Iversen said.
“This whole election was a
Cinderella story. This is the kind
of stuff the American people
love. This is what the American
people want.”
The Green Party’s dominant
victories shocked most analysts.
Going into the election all of
the polls showed Green Party
candidates in dead last. These
election results show that the

American people are tired of the
current political climate. Election
season can be a time of constant
banter between candidates.
The ads flood our television
sets and the brochures clog our
mailboxes. Voters wanted a
change. The constant bickering
between the Democrats and the
Republicans proved to be the
demise of the two parties.
“I am tired of candidates
being mean to each other all the
time!” Betty Sue, an 89-year-old
devout Republican voter from
Westchester, N.Y. “Above all I
look for kindness in a candidate
and if you keep attacking your
opponent, well that’s just not
nice and I won’t vote for you.”
Sue reflects the opinion
of most of the American
public. With Republicans and
Democrats raising the most
money and being able to afford
constant attack ads, they did
their parties more harm than
good.
“When you have a candidate
constantly attacking another it
gets tiresome and mundane. The
American people don’t want to
elect a jerk,” political analyst Bob
Brokaw said.
Brokaw explained that attack
ads outnumber normal ads 10to-1. “During election season
every time voters turn on their
TV, they are bombarded with
negativity. Every candidate’s ad
includes a reason why they are

better than their opponent,” more for me than any politician candidates,” Brokaw explained.
Brokaw explained.
ever could,” Hank Hill said. Hill “They were so angered by the
Faux News political analyst is the leader and founder of the constant degrading that they
Ben Gleck was outraged with West Michigan Tea Party.
looked at the ticket and picked
the results. “We have to bring
“What happened is voters the Green Party candidate.
this nation back to the days of went to their precincts and were Green is the new color of hope
old when we were
prosperous,
like
in the Reagan
years. We have
to put down the
Kool-Aid and start
drinking the tea,”
Gleck
shouted
to his viewers on
his show, the Ben
Gleck Show.
M a n y
Republicans
are
blaming Gleck, and
other TV and radio
personalities like
him, for instilling
too much fear
in the American
public
and
subjecting them to
constant negativity
that caused the
American voters
to backlash in the
complete opposite
Graphic by Ed Venture
direction.
A downfall in photo unavailable — Due to a problem with the Associated
voter turnout was Press, we do not have a photo for this week’s story. Hope College and
also a cause for the the AP are eagerly working together to fix this as soon as possible.
surprising victory There is absolutely no way this will ever happen again.
by the Green Party.
“I was going to go vote, but met by mobs of sign wavers in America.”
I decided to watch my Nascar and picketers representing
race instead. Jeff Gordon does Democratic and Republican

Israel, Palestine reconcile; Iran pledges peace
Mrs. Doubtfire

president would indeed meet
with his Palestinian counterpart
on an undisclosed date to discuss
In breaking news this week, options for peace.
Israeli President Shimon Peres
“This is a conversation
sat down with rival Palestinian that has taken many years
leader Mahmoud Abbas in to finalize,” Shalom told
groundbreaking
diplomatic reporters last Monday.   “Many
discussions   heralding a new misunderstandings and out
era of peace between Israel and breaks of violence have occurred
Palestine.
on both sides in the meantime,
Leaks surfaced recently and we realize this is not healthy
or beneficial to our
generations.   Shimon
Peres is sincere in his
desire to arrange a
satisfactory compromise
for everyone.”
News
agencies
immediately
turned
to
the
Palestinian
government
for
a
reaction to this speech.  
“We do confirm that
there will indeed be a
peace talk,” Palestinian
press liaison Salaam
Photo courtesy of the always helpful Asoociated Press
Faham revealed in an
from anonymous sources that official statement.   “Mahmoud
the two leaders might meet in Abbas is willing to listen to
order to work toward a more Shimon Peres in order to discuss
substantial plan for peace.  Many compromise and reparation, as
news agencies and diplomats well as clearly define Palestinian
doubted the veracity of these rights in these disputed
reports given the tumultuous territories.”
negotiation history between
The undisclosed date of this
the two nations.   However last meeting turned out to be Oct.
week in a press conference, 28 – surely a day which will live
Israeli public relations officer on in history books around the
Rafa Shalom confirmed that her world.   Presidents Abbas and
hip old granny

Peres emerged from a neutral
location in Jerusalem to give a
press release.
“Together we have reached
a compromise that benefits
everyone.  We also recognize the
negative effects of our violent
shared history, and will make
significant efforts to reconcile
our two peoples,” Abbas said to
BNN reporters.  
Neither Abbas nor Peres
gave details of the peace plan,
other than to say it was finalized
and would be put into effect

within short order.   Offices
of the Palestinian and Israeli
governments
promised
an
official release of the details
within the month.
In another shocking event,
Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad applauded the
peace agreement calling it “a
significant step toward world
harmony.”
“This reconciliation between
Israel and Palestine has moved
my soul,” Ahmadinejad told
BNN after the announcement

last week.   “It inspires me to
make my own step toward
peace.   I hereby pledge that
I will personally oversee the
dismantlement of our nuclear
facilities and furthermore, I
promise to allow U.N. officials to
enter my country at any time for
inspection.”
This
statement
floored
diplomats
at
the
U.N.  
Undoubtedly, big changes are
afoot in the Middle East.   This
reporter is eager to see what the
next several months will bring.
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Sufjan Stevens plays at Despondent; nobody cares
wall.
“You kids and your rock
music,” said an ornery Dean
I guess Sufjan Stevens is
Thaw. “Should’ve just brought
coming back to Despondent.
the Beatles. Those fellas would’ve
drawn a crowd.”
Stevens, who graduated from
Stevens has been busy in
Despondent in 1995, came to
the
studio creating a new EP,
huge musical fame after his
“Some
of the Disappointed
2005 release, “Illinois.” The
Despondent University Concert
People,” and a new album called
“The Age that Isn’t of Adz.”
Series has hotly pursued the
The Despondent show is part
singer-songwriter ever since.
of his tour supporting the new
But after word spread that
releases.
Stevens considered revisiting
“Do you know how many
his alma mater, campus became
times
Sufjan Stevens comes to
unusually uninterested.
Despondent?”
said a disgruntled
“What’s the point?” said
group of Hopesters sitting
outside
Orangepudding’s
Coffee.
They told The Ranchor
they’d rather stay in their
dorms and cottages listening
to
Stevens’
“Michigan”
album... on vinyl.
“Oh, he’ll be back,” they
said.
Several truly dedicated
Hopesters are, in fact,
attending the show. Irony,
they said, was their main
drive in purchasing the
tickets.
If you have the dignity,
you can purchase tickets for
the concert for $10 in the
An unwanted return— Sufjan Stevens returns to Despon- lobby of Don’t Dewitt.
dent University this week. Nobody really wants him back, although
he has really pretty wings.
Sasha Fierce
If i were a boy...

one Hopester, a student of
Despondent who considers him
or herself to be more cultural
than the rest of the student
body. “I liked him better when
he didn’t want to come back.”
The reaction has been fairly
unanimous.
Several
flyers
advertising the event were torn
down. The ticket office reported
record low sales. The show
was reportedly moved to Don’t
Dewitt Studio Theatre in order
to compensate for the lack of
attendees.
Stevens gave no comment
when I wrote on his Facebook

The Anchor is looking for an

Assistant Sports Editor
This is a PAID POSITION
We are hiring for the Spring
Semester (Jan.-May)
Interviews for the position
are on a rolling basis
Interested candidates can
contact the Anchor at
anchor@hope.edu

Art Prize Winner
Renamed—
After
much investigation,
it has been confirmed
that the voting for
this year’s Art Prize
winner was in fact
fixed. After weeks of
debate, this lifesize
figure to the right has
officially been named
as the 2010 Art Prize
Winner. Officials hope
now that the record
has been set straight,
all of the hype should
begin to calm down.

November 1, 2010

F luff & Stuff
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Coffeehouse Life

by Nightclub Dwight

In the stressful and
busy life of a Despondent
University
student,
sometimes you might
need a little extra boost
to get you through your
day.
However, most of the
more effective ways of
putting a little skip in
your step are both illicit
and potentially hazardous
to your health.
But don’t despair.
There is a natural
stimulant that is socially
acceptable and while it
is addictive, it is only
moderately unhealthy.
This choice is coffee,
and if you get some high
quality stuff, a caffeine
addiction is only slightly
more pricy than the
putting a skip in your step
Tony Montana style.
One of the best places
to pick up a cup of coffee
in Holland is just south
of Despondent’s campus
at an establishment
called Orangepuddings,
pronounced “or-ahngpud-ings.”
This
business
is
clearly designed around
the Starbucks business
model. The store proudly
advertises the fact that
their ingredients are
obtained using the “leastfair-trade” method, in
which native farmers
in third world counties

have
absolutely
no
chance
of providing for
their
families,
and
the wholesome oldfashioned
practice
of
child-labor
is
encouraged.
The large, modern
coffee shop is designed
for maximum efficiency,
with their customers in
mind. They know that
people stopping by to
pick up a drink are only
interested in getting their
caffeine fix. They want
their coffee fast and
simple.
To quote their owner,
“I mean, being unique
could be fun, but we want
money, and lots of it.”
He added, “We want
to take full advantage of
modern and efficient food
processing. Sure, organic
food is more natural, but
so is an outhouse. I don’t
see any hipsters who are
too
environmentally
conscious to flush.”
Orangepuddings
is
also known for its live
concerts. In fact, the local
community is very excited
for the shop’s upcoming

performance, a Chad
Kroegar acoustic set. Gogetters and business types
comprise the customer
demographic. The music
is mostly peppy, which
goes along with the theme
of fueling up with some
caffeinated beverages.
Another
musical
tradition
at
Orangepuddings is autotuned mic night, where
guests sing auto-tuned
versions of their favorite
tunes.
As a skilled reporter, I
felt that the story of this
efficient business could
be best told by the people
who spend their money
there.
Although it was hard to
pin down the customers
long enough to get an
interview (they’re always
on the move and hate
small talk), I managed
to get some interesting
quotes.
One elderly gentleman
remarked, “I’ve seen some
of those other college
coffee shops, and I don’t

understand
how people
who like stimulants
like caffeine so much
can be so lazy. It really
doesn’t make sense. This
generation is too obsessed
with being ironic.”
An employee, while
on his union-mandated
lunch break, described
an average customer.
“They would probably
be someone with a math
major who might stop by
with their Dell computer
while wearing Crocs.
Having talked to our
customers a lot, most of
them loved Transformers
II, and they probably have
a lot of John Mayer, Rascal
Flatts and Nickleback on
their iPods.”
He also explained how
they go about hiring new
workers. “Well, we first
have to make sure our
employees stay tattoo
and piercing free and that
they are always clean
shaven. We don’t want
to make our customers
uncomfortable because
they are being served
by people who look like
freaks.”

Another gentleman, a
lineman for Despondent’s
wildly successful football
squad and a regular at
Orangepuddings, enjoys
the atmosphere at the
shop especially compared
to other similar places of
business.
“I was at another
coffee shop, PJ’s, and
there was some girl who
asked if their food was
vegan. I didn’t even
know what that meant
but this chick explained
that it meant that she
didn’t eat anything that
came from animals, like
milk.
“I explained to her
that even animals eat
things that come from
animals, so it must not
be that bad.
“I also think that if
you’re smoking a pack
of American Spirits
every day, avoiding red
meat isn’t gonna make
that much of a difference
health-wise. Besides, I
think vegans are kinda
like those humans from
that Pixar movie with
the robot.
“They’re just kinda
soft and weak. I guarantee
that if you put a vegan in
the wild, animals won’t
be appreciative of your
“meat is murder” t-shirt.
They’d probably just
pick you off like a sickly
antelope.”
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question: numero one

sanity plea

Pink Popoff

Chasing mediocrity

Double Identity

Co-Commander in Despair

Rita Skeeter & Rita Skeeter

Jane Jones

This week, Rita passes on to the reader a
story Peter told her in confidence. Please
notice the note at the end.
The pines in Wantmore County look
lime in 12 p.m. lamplight: tall, straight,
thin, jabbing into the night. I put my
hand on the small of my back and knead
my thumb. Just when I hit that spot, I
heard three voices from my left, speaking
too loudly; they were not drunk, but on
the verge of it, or something like inebriation. And then a smack on my shoulder,
like a bony fist, sharp but round, and I
grab my shoulder and it’s wet and when I
hold my hand close to my face, I see and
smell chunks of apple. I flipped up the
hood on my jacket and tucked my arms
close to myself. “What in the...” I mutter
into the blackness, as if telling my body
to run away, far, and never come back.
I contemplate running, but that sounds
like effort; I contemplate turning around
and facing, but that sounds extreme and
harsh and dangerous and coarse.
“You know you look like a girl, Harvey?” this manly/womanly voice said
right next to me; I saw pink lips and a
pink North Face (really, pink?!) when I
did an insane, ungodly head jerk to see
who it was. It was Peter Popoff, the only
man I’ve ever hated. Peter looked at me
and smiled, and I saw bits of red apple
skin stuck between his front two teeth.
“Are you a Christian, Peter?” I asked.
“Well why do you care, Harvey Lee
O.? I mean you’d judge me either way,
right?”
I dug my hands in my pockets. Peter
was right, but still I said, “Watch your
back, Peter Popoff.” Peter was one of
those maniacal runners—he played on
the DespondentU Quidditch team and

was its “golden snitch.” And that’s why I
hated Peter Popoff: I was the Seeker for
D.U. Peter took a hard, terrible look at
my face and then bolted to the left. He
ran towards the three figures at the edge
of the Deciduous Wasteland and came to
an abrupt stop; it was then that I pulled
my shirttails out from my jeans and
ripped off my coat. Must get Hermione
was my only thought.
“Hey Harvey Lee!” a girl’s voice shouted from somewhere—somewhere bad
and dead and icy. I ran the opposite direction, towards Popoff and the three
figures.
“Harvey Lee! Mr. Christian! Where
are you going?” the voice followed me; I
pushed faster towards Popoff, knowing
something sickly wrong was going on in
that group.
I broke into the circle, ramming my
shoulder into Popoff and sending him
horizontal to the ground. The three
figures fell on top of me, shouting profanities in my ear. “We need to end this,”
Harvey Lee yelled. And he knew just how
to. Harvey Lee took a massive swing at
the three faces, knocking them back like
bobbleheads; their bodies teetered backwards and fell down, all the way into the
pit of the Deciduous Wasteland. Then
Harvey whipped out a wand and a lighter. He held the lighter up to his wand.
He chuckled and drew a puff of roasted
Phoenix feather.
Fawkes me, I gotta find Hermione, he
thought. And he was right. It was time.
Harvey is currently searching for
Hermione. The author(s) and newspaper
welcome comments and help: if you see
her, light your wands on fire and write to
the paper. Or send note by owl.

An alarming issue has come to the attention of this mediocre writer: students
care too much at DespondentU. Rather
than striving for the middle as students
are expected and encouraged to do, pupils of academia have been spotted doing dastardly deeds such as helping old
people cross the street and washing the
dishes of their friends. This is an outrage!
A review of the Area Danger Squad’s
monthly write ups from Residential Jerks
shows that many Despondent students
have been caught engaging in activities
such as birthday gift wrapping, back massage distribution, and chivalrous doorholding for exceptionally long periods of
time. When did this behavior become acceptable? DespondentU has always prided itself that the student body does not
aim to please nor disappoint, but chooses
a safely anonymous approach to all aspects of life.
It is well known that behaving badly
reflects poorly on individual students,
campus organizations, and the university
as a whole. However, behaving too exceptionally creates a reputation of snobbery
that can be unpleasant for those of lesser
talent and virtue and can also create a
reputation impossible to uphold over a long
period of time. Better to stay safely dull than
to raise the expectation bar to heights too
lofty to achieve.
I even had this experience in my own
house last week: my resident jerk wrote
me up for purchasing a dead plant as a
birthday present. As DespondentU students, we are held to mediocre standards.
This is not to say that we are expected to
break all rules and wreck havoc on the
general population, but this tendency
toward helpfulness and exceptional academic performances must be squelched,
or the university may suffer from being

Voices of despondence

Jane Jones plans to continue to a life of
mediocrity by working at the local MickeyD’s upon graduation in May.

Because life is just that good.

domination on this campus? This
is a very disturbing trend and one
that could ultimately change the
nature and culture of our student
Dear Editor,
body.
Personally I find the black
Estimado Editor,
squirrels to be comforting, and
Cher Editeur,
Dear Editor,
Editore caro,
enjoy watching them scurry in
and out of the garbage cans at all
People at Despondent University Lieve Redacteur,
Thanks for listening. hours of the day. Perhaps we can
have a problem staying on the
call animal control?
right side of the sidewalk/stairSincerely,
well. Please stay to the right when Dear Editor,
you’re walking or biking or runHas anyone noticed that the Squirrelin’ Around
ning so that I don’t plow you over. brown squirrels seem to be chalAlso, please don’t take up the en- lenging the black squirrels for
Dearest Editor,
What is the proper way to brush
your teeth? Circular motion, or
the Back-and-Forth style?
Sincerely,
Daisy Dental

scrutinized as a welcoming environment.
One can only imagine the hell that would
break loose if new students came to campus each year expecting their fellow classmates to go above and beyond for them.
Additionally, the athletics teams at
this school have provided an atrocious
example of averageness this year. Beating
the rival by 20 points? This is not permissible! Again, everything at DespondentU
gravitates toward the middle. In fact, it
may play to Despondent’s advantage if
the sports teams finished last in the conference, thus further lowering the standards of everybody involved.
In recent weeks some students have
begun to question exactly why DespondentU maintains such middle-of-theroad standards. As stated earlier it is
well-documented that when people excel
to an unnatural degree, more demanding
standards are expected. The fact of that
matter is that as fallible human beings, it
is not fair to expect mere mortals—college students—to constantly be raising
the bar. Can we really expect our children
to be N-times greater than we were? No,
that is grossly unfair. It is for this reason
and this reason alone that DespondentU
always has and will continue to expect average grades, average athletic performances and average (even distant) behavior from
its student body.
Hopefully this intervention is not too
late and the student body can be saved
from itself. Heaven forbid something
great be done to propel DespondentU
into the spotlight. Regardless, remember
to keep your heads down, keep calm, and
just keep carrying on.

tire sidewalk. Thanks.
Sincerely,
Jay Walker

Dear Editor,
I am secretly in love with the
boy who lives across the street
from me. I see him all the time
in Phlawless, and he’s really nice
and says hi, so I think he might be
secretly in love with me, too. I really want to hang out with him,
but I don’t know what to do. Can
you help?
Sincerely,
HOPELESSly Devoted
Refer to page 7 for more
despondence

2010 Fall Semester Staff
Jane Jones
Dr. Kenneth Noisewater
Little Orphan Annie
Miss Print
Marsh Mellow
Mrs. Doubtfire
Mike Sorrentino

Co-Commander-in-Despair
Co-Commander-in-Despair
Hard Knocks Professor
Butterfinger Buff
Resident S’more Chef
Hip Old Granny
The Situation

I am...
Sasha Fierce
Rita Skeeter
Billy Bob Thornton
Amanda Bynes
Wilhelmina Kingmint
Nightclub Dwight

If I were a Boy
I’d Turn Off My Phone
Double Identity
Novelist
Works with Billy Bob
Minister of Propaganda
Asst. Minister of Propaganda

Nit Picker
Brighton Early
Barbie
Majestic Unicorn
Sheila B. White
Eric Clapton

‘Visah
Maker of Pretty Things
Ken’s Girlfriend
Barbie’s Sidekick
Box Maker
Guitar Hero

Amy Leibovitz
Aragorn
Dorito Ninja
Mindy McCready
Neon Green Tree

Lens Junkie
King of Gondor
Sultan of Snack
Pen Stabber
Harmful Habit(s) Handcrafter

December 7, 1941

Letters to the editor

Society and you

Number drei

Ode to Homework

Thriller
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Dr. Kenneth Noisewater

Mrs. Doubtfire

Co-Commander in Despair

Hip Old Granny

You talkin’ to me? I say, you talkin’ to
me? What we have here is a failure to
communicate—my name is Maximus
Decimus Meridius, Commander of the
armies of the North, General of the Felix legions, loyal servant to the true Emperor, Marcus Aurelius. I am father to a
murdered son, husband to a murdered
wife. And I will have my vengeance, in
this life or the next.
Go ahead, make my day—I love the
smell of napalm in the morning. We all
go a little mad sometimes, and I’ll get
you, my pretty. And your little dog too.
Soon the world will know that free men
stood against a tyrant, that few stood
against many, and before this battle is
over, even a god-king can bleed. I am
not going to sit on my ass as the events
that affect me unfold to determine the
course of my life. I’m going to take a
stand. I’m going to defend it. Right or
wrong, I’m going to defend it.
Every man dies. Not every man really

The Ranchor

lives. Carpe dentum—seize the teeth!
Show me the money. Show me the
money! Your origin and purpose are
still a total mystery. It’s the truth, but
YOU CAN’T HANDLE THE TRUTH!
Stupid is as stupid does, and I might
be blind but I ain’t stupid! So Hakuna
Matata—it means no worries.
You tell me, “You’d better not leave,
‘cause I’d find you.” Well, I can avoid being seen if I wish, but to disappear entirely, that is a rare gift. It’s classified; if
I tell you I’ll have to kill you. This isn’t
personal, Kay. This is business. And
frankly, my dear, I don’t give a damn.
Right now I feel the need, the need
for speed. Hasta la vista, baby. Catch ya
on the flip side.
A free cup of coffee (on the author) goes
to anyone who can name the sources behind this brilliance. Email (r)anchor@
hope.edu. We’ll show you the...coffee.

There are too many voices of despondence this
week. The editors request that the students
call their mothers instead of writing their campus newspaper. Wait until after Christmas, and
then consider writing again.

Recently, I had an epiphany: social
networking is the greatest invention
ever. Think about it, with Facebook,
Twitter, etc. all things are possible.
You can constantly let your friends
know what you are doing. You can constantly check up on your friends to find
out what they are doing. You can constantly upload pictures of yourself making the same face over and over again.
You can constantly comment on other
people’s pictures to remind them of how
“that was the best night ever!” You can
constantly play games that consume all
of your free time. You can constantly
check it every 15 minutes like it’s going
to escape if you don’t keep an eye on it.
I don’t know where I would be today
without Twitter. I just can’t imagine a
world where I can’t reach into my pocket, grab my phone, log in to Twitter, and
see what all my favorite celebrities and
friends have to say. Who knew that Tom
Morrow “Just made eggs and bacon for
breakfast.” It just blows my mind.
At the same time, I can update all of
my followers on what I’m doing. Just
yesterday, I kept them on the edge of
their seats.
At 11:32 a.m. I tweeted, “Just woke
up. Found a cupcake mold in my bed.
Don’t know what that’s about.” At 12:57
p.m. I tweeted, “Heard a strange noise
coming from the attic.” At 1:03 p.m. I
tweeted, “Going to investigate, wish me
luck!” At 1:21 p.m. I tweeted, “It was
just a wolverine. No big deal. Took him

Voices of despondence
Dear Editor,
I like to do my homework in the
Deciduous Wasteland because it
fits my mood really well. For some
reason, though, ever since I started doing homework out there I’ve
been failing all my classes. Do you
know what to do to fix this?
Sincerely,
Failure

time, so I think this is the perfect
time to ask this: will you marry
me?
All my love,
Your secret lover

Dear Editor,
The internet is so fast here at Despondent College that I waste all
of my time surfing the web when
I should be doing my homework.
Do you know of any way to slow
Dear Editor,
I’m worried. It’s already Novem- down the internet or am I out of
ber of my senior year and I still luck?
haven’t dated anyone in college. Forever yours,
There’s no way I’m going to be giv- Tom Morrow
ing anyone a ring by spring. I’ve
admired your work for a long

to my neighbor, Gruff Sparty’s house.
He’ll take care of him.”
The same goes for Facebook. My
life has literally taken a 180 degree turn
since I discovered it. I can seamlessly
“keep track” of my friends and their relationship statuses at the lift of a finger.
At the same time, I can let them know
exactly what I’m thinking. It’s like having friends without having to physically
talk to them.
How did people even communicate
20 years ago? Can you imagine having
to call somebody on the phone in order
to talk to them, or worse, having to actually go to their house and talk to them in
person? Can you imagine not knowing
who is dating whom? Can you imagine
not being able to “keep track” of them?
I don’t even like to think about it most
of the time…gives me nightmares.
If you are one of the three people
on earth who don’t have a Facebook
or Twitter, you need to get your rump
in gear. You are missing out on life.
Who do you think you are, not sharing
your entire life with any and everybody
you’ve ever known? Get off your high
horse and join the rest of us on this
technological revolution. I guarantee
you that your life satisfaction will increase ten-fold.
Dr. Noisewater is a big fan of snorkeling. He thinks Despondent University
should add a whale-sized aquarium for
biology snorkelers.

continued

Dear Editor,
I personally feel that the squirrels
at Despondent University are a
menace, do you know what squirrels can do to a well-landscaped
campus? I feel that the school
should hire me to solve the problem, I am licensed to kill squirrels
by the government of the United
Nations. Man, free to kill squirrels at will. They are like the Viet
Cong, the Varmint Cong, I think.
In the immortal words of Jean
Paul Sartre, “Au revoir squirrel.”
Sincerely,
Carl Spackler

Dear Editor,
I can’t get over how welcoming
the library is at 8:30 a.m. Everyone comes in so early these days
for studying, and of course, because there’s no where cooler to be
than...the library! I just wanted
to mention it, in case anyone else
on campus wants to be socially
acceptable.
Sincerely,
Miss Scarlett Volume

Editors’ Note : The Ranchor is a production of a whole bunch of people with too much time on their hands. Our goal is to be funny, witty, and satirical. Whether or not
we have succeeded, The Ranchor is a big fat joke. If you think this stuff is real, please call The Ranchor and we will come and give you a wedgie. Any similarity to real life
people is all in good fun.
Our Mission: The Anchor strives to communicate campus events throughout
Hope College and the Holland community. We hope to amplify awareness and
promote dialogue through fair, objective journalism and a vibrant Voices section.

serves the right to edit due to space constraints, personal attacks or other editorial considerations. A representative sample will be taken. No anonymous letters will be printed unless
discussed with Editor-in-Chief. Please limit letters to 500 words.

Disclaimer: The Anchor is a product of student effort and is funded through
the Hope College Student Activities Fund. The opinions expressed on the
Voices page are solely those of the author and do not represent the views of
The Anchor. One-year subscriptions to The Anchor are available for $40. The
Anchor reserves the right to accept or reject any advertising.

Mail letters to The Anchor c/o Hope College, drop them off at the Anchor office (located in the Martha Miller Center 151) or e-mail us at
anchor@hope.edu by Monday at 5 p.m. to appear in Wednesday’s issue.
Advertising Policies: All advertising is subject to the rates, conditions, standards, terms and policies stated in The Anchor’s advertisement brochure.

Letter Guidelines: The Anchor welcomes all letters. The staff re-

The Anchor will make continuous efforts to avoid wrong insertions, omissions

and typographical errors. However, if such mistakes occur, this newspaper
may cancel its charges for the portion of the ad if, in the publisher’s reasonable judgment, the ad has been rendered valueless by the mistake.
Advertisement Deadlines: All ad and classified requests must be submitted
by 5 p.m. Monday, prior to Wednesday distribution.
Contact Information: To submit an ad or a classified, or to request a brochure
or other information, contact our Ads Representative at anchorads@hope.
edu. To contact our office, call our office at (616) 395-7877.
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Despondent football squad to compete for BCS bid
Nightclub Dwight

Assistant Minister of Propaganda

A representative from the
NCAA has recently announced
that Despondent University,
along with a large number of
other Division II and Division III
football teams, will be added to
college football’s Division I-A.
With every conference trying
to obtain as many teams as
possible for their conference in
a cold war-esque arms buildup,
conferences have begun to reach
down to lower conferences to
make sure that their conference
can have very profitable
and
significant
conference
championship games. Some
conferences are even considering
the possibility of pre-bowl game
conference tournaments.
“We really like money and
we really, really, don’t care about
our student-athletes academic
well being. We want to make
the season as long as possible.
The players are essentially
professional
athletes
that
don’t get paid at all, because

while NFL players can afford
penthouses, we can shove these
guys in inhumanely sized dorm
rooms and no one will complain.
Free-range chickens have better
housing than our players,” said
an NCAA spokesperson.
One may ask how a team like
Despondent can compete
against nationally dominant
opponents but according
to Despondent football
head coach Sperk
Naed,
“Our
team
is so inconsistent
that highly trained
Division I players
can’t anticipate how
our game plan is
going to fall apart,
I mean, I don’t ever
have any idea how we’re
going to play from one week to
the next, so I think we have the
element of surprise against the
other team.
Despondent University was a
popular choice for the division
realignment because of their
tendency to lose most of their
games by very narrow margins.

They have an undeniable
tendency to make their games
senselessly dramatic and to
consistently have their losses
finalized in the fourth quarter.
This appealed to the television
executives who wanted to ensure
that they drew high ratings.
One of those executives
spoke on the
subject.

Graphic by Ed Venture

“We want to see games where
the big and popular teams have
close games without actually
losing, because them they
wouldn’t be as big or popular.
Despondent is perfect because
they always try but they never
try hard enough.”
Another factor in the decision

to move Division III schools is
the fact that the best BCS teams
were already trying to schedule
as many non-conference games
with terrible teams as possible,
so NCAA officials figured that
they would just make that goal
easier to accomplish.
Perhaps
the
biggest
controversy comes from giving
one of these former Division
III teams a guaranteed BCS
bid. Utah’s athletic director
protested the decision. “I mean
parity is a nice idea, but in
reality, these teams don’t play
enough quality games to even be
on the same level with us. If one
of these teams played in a BCS
conference like we’re about to
be in, I guarantee you that they
wouldn’t be undefeated.”
A representative from Trine,
another program that was a
part of the realignment, had
this to say regarding the BCS
bid. “Just because we don’t play
any good teams, have at least 10
guaranteed wins and never really
have to challenge ourselves and
can essentially rest all season to

prepare for one game against a
superior yet exhausted team,
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t get
an equal look when people are
trying to determine a national
champion.”
In addition, a number of
high profile coaches protest
the realignment. University of
Michigan coach Rich Rodriguez
commented that the massive
influx of new teams makes it
harder for him to abuse and
overwork his players as much.
Now that his recruits have so
many options, it will be harder
for him to prevent his players
from studying and few of them
may be prepared for life postfoorball. Players now have the
option of going to programs
where they might actually have
time to learn things in college.
USC coach Pete Carroll
remarked that he wouldn’t be
able to afford to give a car or
other expensive bribes to every
single player he wanted to
recruit and shared Rodriguez’s
opinion that players now have
too many options.

Quidditch and Cross Country set NCAA attendance records
Nightclub Dwight
Assistant Minister of Propaganda

Photo by Annie Leibovitz

Catching the Quaffle— Two Despondent quidditch
players defend their goal by pulling down a quaffle.
never builds new stadiums or
fields; they’re spending so much
effort on trying to keep tuition
down that they just can’t afford
it right now. Some schools are
constantly building new softball
fields and soccer stadiums
and other similar projects, but
Despondent would rather keep
school affordable. It’s really great
of them. Low and consistent
tuition is something that the
school is proud of and President

Hope College
Anchor
141 E 12th St
PO Box 9000
Holland, MI 49422-9000

This news just in: Despondent
University is the first Division
III institution to lead in both
ultimate frisbee and quidditch
attendance. The outstanding
attendance numbers in these,
Despondent’s two most popular
sports, far outshine the school’s
miserable attendance in men’s
and women’s basketball, and
volleyball.
These three sports, more
suited to a school full of tall
and lanky Nordic or Aryan
individuals rather than the
short and ethnically diverse
population that Despondent is
so well known for, are almost
completely
ignored.
The
majority or even the entirety of
those in attendance at the games
for these sports are individuals
who are directly related to the
starters on the team, much like
a baseball game at a small high
school.
One factor that might
increase attendance would be the
unfortunate fact that Despondent

Slowman himself stated that he
would never consider cutting
scholarships or in any way
contribute to making the school
anything less than affordable.
In fact, if Despondent could
be associated with three things,
it would be the campus-wide
lack of interest in the school’s
basketball program, the low rate
of tuition, and the university’s
flawless health record that never
draws national attention.
Another sport that has
really blossomed in popularity
at Despondent is the great
spectator sport that is cross
country. Students, members
of the community, parents and
tourists come out in droves
to attempt to run along the
side of the course, cheering on
Despondent’s fastest guys and
girls as they cover themselves
in Despondent’s school colors.
The male cross country athletes
attract all the ladies with their
not at all off-putting physiques.
Whenever they come into public
places like the dining hall, they
make sure they make no one
uncomfortable with their short

in-conference, the team will
shorts.
Some other Despondent win by large margins in games
athletic programs are known that could never be described
for their incredible success on as heart-breakers. Failed lastthe field. Each Saturday, the second comebacks, efforts that
campus is practically emptied could be characterized as “too
as every student migrates to much, too late,” and blown leads
see the college’s pride and joy, are not something that this
the football squad, as they university is accustomed to with
compete against their next its proud football program.
victim. Cheerleaders
complete complex
flips without flaw
as students fixate
on the beautiful
game which unfolds
before them every
weekend.
The
football team has an
NCAA Division III
record for the most
consecutive
nonconference wins.
This record is
Come to DeVos Fieldhouse
u np r e ce d e nt e d l y
for:
impressive
and
stretches over five
Three-Point Contest
seasons. It ensures
Dunk Contest
that each football
team gets off to a
Scrimmage
strong start. In most
and More!
of their games, both
non-conference and
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